
APA FORMATTING 

Don’t miss the point! APA requires certain sections and 

headings and pagination, but each part of the whole serves a 

purpose.  Before you adjust your margins and line-spacing, 

take a look at what you say in each section of the paper to 

make sure that it serves the ultimate purpose of your paper. 

Speaking of purpose…do you know what that is? The purpose 

of your paper is to report on your findings and to demonstrate how your work 

contributes to the body of knowledge about this subject. (The “body of knowledge” 

refers to all the people who have researched this subject before you. We call them 

“sources,” but really sources are people, just like you.) 

 

PARTS OF AN APA PAPER…AND WHAT THEY DO 

 

Abstract: Summarize the major elements of the paper 

Introduction: provide context and rationale for your study 

Literature Review: survey articles, books, journals, dissertations and 

other sources relevant to your research question; the purpose of this section 


